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THE ART AND CRAFT 
OF ARCHITECTURE

MJP’s reputation is built on designing beautiful 
buildings that work for our clients. Good design 
emerges from understanding the needs of our 
clients and users, their culture, and the sites for 
their buildings.

The Art
We are committed to producing architecture 
that fulfils and exceeds our clients’ expectations, 
and enriches the lives of those who use it and see 
it. We debate design at length to achieve inspired 
solutions. 

The Craft
We also understand the craft of building; how it 
is put together for practicality of construction, 
use and maintenance, and we see projects 
through to completion and beyond. 

The details are as important as the concept.

ENTRANCE TO MJP’S 
OFFICES IN LONDON



MJP ARCHITECTS WHO WE ARE

We are a team of experienced and committed 
architects based in Spitalfields, London. We 
enjoy design and we work closely with our 
clients to develop ideas that they will enjoy in the 
completed buildings.

Everyone at MJP is a stakeholder in the business 
and benefits from the company’s success. We 
have been an employee owned company since 
2007. This helps to foster a collective team spirit 
throughout the practice, and to attract and 
retain high quality staff. The office sustains a 
vibrant and efficient working environment.

The company was established in 1972, formerly 
called MacCormac Jamieson Prichard. We 
incorporated as a limited liability company in 
2002, and changed our name to MJP Architects 
Ltd in 2007.

MJP is fully accredited under ISO 9001 and ISO 
14001.

We have achieved 24 Civic Trust Awards and 21 
RIBA Awards.

A book about MJP’s work, titled ‘Building Ideas’ 
was published in 2010.

MJP ARCHITECTS 
ELM GROVE HALL, 
ROEHAMPTON

“The result is a highly efficient 
building and splendid architecture 
that is a delight for the students.” 
DR GHAZWA ALWANI-STARR,  
DIRECTOR OF ESTATES, 
UNIVERSITY OF ROEHAMPTON

“ Working with MJP Architects was a 
thoroughly positive experience.” 
KEITH  WELLER, 
SENIOR  DESIGN  MANAGER 
OSBORNE,  MAIN  CONTRACTOR  FOR  ELM  GROVE  HALL



MJP ARCHITECTS WHAT IF . . .

Projects start with ambitious aims and many 
possibilities, but uncertainty about what is 
actually possible.

We enjoy working with clients to assess 
development sites and, importantly, to think 
laterally to unlock further potential gains and 
add value. This can involve capacity studies, 
feasibility studies, or the development of 
masterplans. 

This is the formative stage of the process, when 
key strategic decisions are made, and we seek 
optimal solutions to set the project on the right 
course.

ASPIRE POINT, 
STRATFORD

MJP ARCHITECTS 
ASPIRE POINT, 
STRATFORD 

“It’s a stunning landmark building 
for our students.” 
BARBARA ASHCROFT,  
HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES, 
QUEEN MARY UNIVERSITY 
OF LONDON



“ MJP have produced three wonderful 
buildings for St John’s College, Oxford.” 
DR A J BOYCE,  
BURSAR, 
ST JOHN’S COLLEGE,  
OXFORD

MJP ARCHITECTS
KENDREW QUADRANGLE,
ST JOHN’S COLL EGE,
OXFORD



MJP ARCHITECTS MAKING IT    
POSSIBLE 

Through the quality of our architecture we have 
been able to develop good relations with town 
planning departments around the country. New 
development is heavily regulated. Most sites 
come under the control of a range of planning 
policies and directives from other statutory 
bodies. Careful design and negotiation are 
required to achieve advantageous planning 
consents. Our extensive experience brings this 
advantage.

In historic and prominent locations, 
applications come under greater scrutiny. We 
have successfully delivered many projects in 
historic towns including Oxford and Cambridge, 
London, Durham, Ludlow and the historic 
dockyard in Portsmouth, amongst others. Some 
are on landmark sites. Many are next to, and 
some are conversions of, listed buildings.

MJP ARCHITECTS 
STUDENT UNION,
UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK

“ MJP were vital in helping us to 
reconcile our brief for a quality, 
flexible environment with the 
constraints of  the University’s 
Capital Programme.” 

 

DARREN WALTER,   
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER

St. Botolph’s Quarter,
Colchester



MJP ARCHITECTS CRAFTING THE   
DETAILS

Good design concepts only become good 
architecture when executed with good detailing.

For us, construction details are part of the 
design process. In all our buildings the design 
thinking continues into the details and 
construction drawings.

Robustness and durability are key concerns. 
Working closely with the design team, specialist 
fabricators and contractors are key parts of the 
process. 

At the strategic level, we look for systems which 
achieve speed and elegance of construction, 
efficiency and practicality. For some projects 
off-site fabrication can improve quality control, 
and speed up construction on site. We have 
successfully developed factory made solutions 
for both internal elements and the external 
envelope.

DR A J BOYCE,  
BURSAR, 
ST JOHN’S 
COLLEGE,  
OXFORD

“MJP undertook the project with their customary 
tact and sensitivity. The new facilities which have 
been provided have greatly enhanced the academic 
and social life of the College.”

MJP ARCHITECTS
SENIOR COMMON ROOM,
ST JOHN’S COLLEGE, 
OXFORD 

 GARDEN QUADRANGLE,
ST JOHN’S COLLEGE,
OXFORD



MJP ARCHITECTS STANDING THE 
TEST OF TIME 

Running costs can be greatly reduced by 
minimising maintenance and using efficient 
maintenance regimes. These objectives need to 
be achieved in the design process. 

We have built up knowledge of materials, 
products and systems and their suitability for 
different building types. Some of our design 
aims are;
— Choice of self-finished materials which do not 
require re-decoration
— Control of rainwater run-off to minimise 
staining of the outer walls and, where possible, 
protection from the rain.
— Use of durable materials, commensurate with 
their use and exposure
— External wall details which are robust and 
have two lines of defence.
— Ease of access 

Proposal for College expansion, 
Kellogg College, Oxford

MJP ARCHITECTS
BOATHOUSE 6, 
PORTSMOUTH  HISTORIC 
DOCKYARD

“MJP’s commitment to the project was exemplary, 
as was their attention to the smallest detail of the 
design. They constantly strived to achieve the 
highest quality within the budget available, and 
the end result is a seamless blend of the historic 
and the unashamedly modern.” PETER GOODSHIP,   

CHIEF EXECUTIVE,   
PORTSMOUTH NAVAL 
BASE PROPERTY TRUST



MJP ARCHITECTS 
JERSEY INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCE CENTRE,
BUILDING 4 

“Architecturally the composition is of high quality 
and has been endorsed as such by the Jersey 
Architecture Commission, with appropriate scale, 
form, proportion, materials.”   JERSEY PLANNING DEPARTMENT



Good office design is good for business. 
It can help to attract and retain talent, enrich 
the workplace community, and increase 
productivity. Equally importantly it can enrich 
the townscape. Design which succeeds in 
embracing conservation issues on sensitive sites 
can improve the development potential. Good 
office design controls and reduces running costs. 

MJP has a reputation in office design built 
on all these attributes. The projects include 
headquarters, speculative and mixed use 
developments. They are on city centre sites, 
in historic locations, or within whole new 
commercial districts.

Our office designs combine efficiency and 
flexibility with strength of architectural 
character. 

OFFICES AND   
WORKPLACES 

MJP ARCHITECTS MJP ARCHITECTS  
JERSEY INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCE CENTRE,
BUILDING 4

JERSEY 
INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCE CENTRE,  
MASTERPLAN 

BUILDINGS SHOWN 
IN ORANGE ARE 
DESIGNED BY MJP



STUDENT     
LIVING

MJP are leaders in the design of student 
accommodation. 
Our clients include universities and colleges, 
charities and private providers. The budgets 
range from low to high, and the sites range from 
conservation areas to urban regeneration areas. 

The common features in all of them are; 
— Using good design to derive maximum value 
and quality, within the budget whether low or 
high 
— Enhancement of the student experience.

Over many years, we have developed numerous 
layouts to suit different briefs and sites. The 
range of room types has expanded and includes 
ensuite rooms, paired rooms, studio rooms, 
microflats, cluster flats. With property so 
expensive to buy, some projects are now aimed at 
young working people as well as students.

The market to attract new students is 
increasingly competitive. Through good design, 
we can help to give clients an edge by offering 
students ‘value for rent’, as well as delivering 
‘value for money’ in design and construction.

MJP ARCHITECTS 

STUDENT KITCHEN,
KENDREW QUADRANGLE,
ST JOHN’S COLLEGE,
OXFORD

STUDENT BEDROOM,
MANOR PARK RESIDENCES,  
UNIVERSITY OF SURREY

MJP ARCHITECTS 
MANOR PARK RESIDENCES,  
UNIVERSITY OF SURREY

“ We are delighted with the architectural 
design of these buildings.” 
PROF STEVE BAKER, 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT, 
UNIVERSITY OF SURREY



MJP ARCHITECTS
MANOR PARK RESIDENCES, 
UNIVERSITY OF SURREY



CO-LIVING AND    
PRIVATE RENTAL   
SECTOR

MJP ARCHITECTS 

With a lack of affordable housing for sale 
in cities, purpose-built homes for private 
letting are in high demand. 

‘Co-living’ or ‘Intermediate housing’ is 
becoming increasingly popular with young 
professionals, particularly in cities. The aim of 
these developments is to provide safe, open and 
attractive environments for people to live, work, 
connect and socialise.

MJP have been designing buildings reflecting 
these values for many years. Torquay House 
and Friendship House were designed for LHA 
London, a charity providing accommodation on 
a flexible and affordable basis in central London. 

The accommodation provides purpose-built 
studio flats, or ensuite rooms sharing cooking 
facilities, and a wide range of shared study and 
relaxation spaces which promote and encourage 
social interaction.

For Cambridge University MJP designed 
affordable rented accommodation for their 
teaching staff,  providing a range of flats sizes 
to suit different needs, with shared facilities 
including a creche on the ground floor.

MJP ARCHITECTS 
TORQUAY HOUSE,
LONDON “MJP reached outstanding 

levels of client confidence and 
communication that ensured a 

well managed project.” 
TONY PERKINS, 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE, 
LHA LONDON



CONSERVATION   
AND RE-USE

MJP ARCHITECTS 

MJP Architects have a reputation for 
producing inspirational designs for the 
extension and adaptation of existing 
buildings, both historic and modern. 
Through sensitive design, we have established 
good working relationships with Heritage 
England and conservation officers.

Projects involving the conservation and re-use of 
buildings tend to have three primary concerns;
— Repair and conservation, to extend the life of 
the original building fabric.
— Improvement, to upgrade the technical 
performance of the building and its components.
— Adaptation and extension to facilitate new 
uses and requirements.

Some are listed buildings where careful repair 
and conservation are paramount, some are 
buildings from the recent past where new 
interventions are required to facilitate flexibility 
and re-use. All require intimate understanding 
of the original architecture and deft design.

“The architects have orchestrated the subtle 
resolution of an architectural puzzle of unusual 
complexity culminating in several well hidden but 
spectacular jewels.”
 
IAN LATHAM, EDITOR, 
‘ARCHITECTURE TODAY’ MAGAZINE

BERRY BROTHERS & RUDD, 
HOSPITALITY SUITE 

MJP ARCHITECTS 
BERRY BROTHERS & RUDD, 
62-63 PALL MALL



CULTURAL   
BUILDINGS

MJP have designed landmark cultural 
buildings. Past projects include performance 
spaces, theatres, exhibition buildings, visitors 
centres and archives. Clients include the BBC, 
museums, City Councils, universities and others.

Cultural institutions live in a very competitive 
market. Consumers have unprecedented choice 
in leisure activities, and their expectations are 
continually rising.

The design of cultural buildings is crucial to their 
success. We aim to surprise and delight, by the 
drama and innovation of the architecture. Also, 
to enrich the cultural life and townscape of the 
town or city. The building and its environs can be 
a big part of the attraction.

MJP ARCHITECTS 

“MJP produced an inspirational and highly 
effective design for the transformation of 

BBC Broadcasting House.”
 

JOHN SMITH, 
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER, BBC    

MJP ARCHITECTS 
BBC BROADCASTING HOUSE,
PORTLAND PLACE,
LONDON

BBC BROADCASTING HOUSE,
PORTLAND PLACE,
LONDON



MJP ARCHITECTS
SCIENCE MUSEUM,  
CONFERENCE CENTRE  
AND ARTS CENTRE, 
YANGZHOU, CHINA  
COMPETITION



UNIVERSITY    
MASTERPLANNING 

MJP have over thirty years’ experience 
working with Universities to plan their 
estates. As Development Plan Architects, our 
long-term relationships with universities have 
given us a comprehensive understanding of 
the constraints and opportunities that affect 
their estates. We work closely with Estates 
Departments to deliver their Estate Strategy.

We have produced masterplans for city centre 
campuses and for self-contained campuses. 
They provide a framework for coherent, long-
term development and promote a vision for the 
campus with a strong sense of place. They are 
robust but flexible so that they can be adapted to 
changing needs and opportunities.

Our intelligent approach to design and our 
negotiation skills help us to achieve complex 
planning consents, which streamline the 
development process and allow our clients 
to plan with certainty, responding to new 
opportunities as they arise. At the University of 
Birmingham, MJP’s masterplan encompassed 
21 separate projects, with 55,000m2 of new 
development and over 5 hectares of new squares 
and landscape, to achieve a successful Hybrid 
Planning Approval.

MJP ARCHITECTS MJP ARCHITECTS
DEVELOPMENT PLAN,
UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK

“MJP provide consistent, intelligent advice and 
support to the Estates Department as we continue 
to work together to enhance the campus and deliver 
the University’s vision for the future.” BOB WILSON,   

DIRECTOR OF ESTATES



MJP’s designs for universities 
and colleges is based on a deep 
understanding of academic life and the 
various needs of all the user groups; students, 
academics, and estates departments.

As well as complete new quadrangles for some 
of the colleges in Oxford and Cambridge and 
a new FE college in Harrow, we have designed 
libraries, auditoria, cafes and dining areas, 
research facilities and other student amenities.

MJP have developed a specialisation in adapting 
university buildings from the recent past, 
which were often inflexible in their design and 
inefficient in their energy use. Two examples are 
at Warwick University;

We refurbished the main library, a 1960’s 
building, to provide students with state-of-
the-art facilities. Construction work was 
phased, allowing the building to remain in use 
throughout.

We remodelled the student union, a concrete 
building also from the 1960’s. A larger facility 
was created with a new contemporary identity, 
and the adaptability required to sustain it 
commercially. 

LEARNING AND   
LIBRARIES 

MJP ARCHITECTS MJP ARCHITECTS 
MANOR PARK RESIDENCES,  
UNIVERSITY OF SURREY

SCIENCE MUSEUM,  
CONFERENCE CENTRE  
AND ARTS CENTRE, 
YANGZHOU, CHINA  
COMPETITION

AUDITORIUM,
GARDEN QUADRANGLE,
ST JOHN’S COLLEGE,
OXFORD



HOUSING

MJP’s success in housing is based on our 
skill in designing beautiful homes and 
well-planned communities.   

Efficient land use and sustainable development 
are big issues which MJP have embraced and 
pushed forward through research and built 
projects which achieve higher densities while 
maintaining design quality. 

In detailed design, our focus is on the crucial 
issues; clear distinction between public and 
private domains, views and daylight, flexibility 
and practicality, accessibility and security, 
maintainability and value for money.

MJP ARCHITECTS 

LIVING ROOM,
BRITISH EMBASSY,
BANGKOK

HOUSE INTERIOR,
BRITISH EMBASSY,
BANGKOK

MJP ARCHITECTS 
BRITISH EMBASSY,
BANGKOK

MJP ARCHITECTS
SPIRE BALTIC,
RIGA, LATVIA “MJP Architects’ entry to 

our open competition was 
the unanimous choice of 
all seven members of the 

judging panel.” 
JASON ALLEN,  

CHAIRMAN, 
SIA SPIRE BALTIC



MJP ARCHITECTS 
BRITISH EMBASSY,

BANGKOK“MJP’s design solution addressed 
our desire to provide a distinctive, 

sustainable living and working 
environment that was deliverable 

in Bangkok.”
JOHN GAYLARD, 

PROJECT SPONSOR,   
FOREIGN AND 

COMMONWEALTH 
OFFICE    



MJP ARCHITECTS 
PLAN OF FRIENDSHIP HOUSE,  
LHA LONDON




